
Anne of Green Gables



When the novel Anne of Green Gables was first published in 1908, most people 

could only dream of visiting its magical setting. As the book became popular 

around the world, it's likely that many readers had no idea where Prince Edward 

Island was. They may have even wondered, "Is it a real place?" Today, millions of 

the book's fans have made the trip to P.E.I. and discovered the land that captivated 

Anne in Lucy Maud Montgomery's stories. And for those who just can't get enough 

of their favourite red-headed girl, or the woman who created her, there are Anne-

related attractions all over the Island.



Green Gables, located in Cavendish in the Prince Edward Island National Park, is a popular tourist destination. 

Each year hundreds of thousands of visitors from around the world visit the site which inspired the setting for 

L.M. Montgomery to create her beloved tale of a red-haired orphan, Anne of Green Gables. In addition to the 

Green Gables House, several museums and sites invite visitors to learn more about Anne and Montgomery and a 

popular musical version of the story runs every summer at the Charlottetown Festival.

Interpretation programs and new personalized tours of the site are offered to visitors during the month of May 

to October. The tours highlight the heritage of the area and explain the significance of the site; portraying Lucy 

Maud Montgomery's role as an author of national historical significance. And of course, visitors to the site will 

be welcome to stroll the Haunted Woods and Balsam Hollow trails as described in the book.



Island Effect

See "What Islander by Choice" Dr. Elizabeth Epperly, world-renowned expert on 

Lucy Maud Montgomery and Anne of Green Gables, has to say about Prince Edward 

Island.



• The island’s first residents were the Mi’kmaq.

• The Mi’kmaq called the Island Epekwitk, meaning “resting on the waves.” 

European settlers later changed the pronunciation of the name to 

“Abegweit.” 

• The island was discovered by the French explorer Jacques Cartier in 1534. 

• Early French settlers called the land “Ile Saint-Jean,” while to the British the 

island was known as “St. John’s Island.”

• The island was renamed “Prince Edward,” in honour of Edward, Duke of 

Kent (father of Queen Victoria) in 1799. 



• The Charlottetown Conference, one of the 

most significant political events in Canadian 

history, was held on September 1, 1864, to 

discuss the possibility of Canadian union. 

• Canada officially became a nation in 1867. 

• P.E.I. joined Confederation in 1873 and is the 

smallest province in Canada.



• Provincial bird: Blue Jay 

• Provincial flag is modelled after the province’s original Coat 

of Arms 

• Provincial flower: Lady’s Slipper 

• Most important natural resource: provincial soil 

• Provincial tree: Red Oak 

• Island Hymn, an unofficial anthem of P.E.I., was written by 

Lucy Maud Montgomery in 1908.



• Located in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence on Canada’s east coast. 

• P.E.I. is separated from the other maritime provinces, New 

Brunswick and Nova Scotia, by the Northumberland Strait.

• Total area is 5,660 square kilometers. 

• No place in the province is more than 16km from the sea.

• The island is formed from sedimentary bed rock of soft, red 

sandstone, which produces the rich, red soil. The redness of the 

soil is due to the high iron-oxide (rust) content. 





• Approximately 54% of the population is rural. 

• Surveys in 2019 estimate the population to be 156, 947.

• The majority of the population is of British ancestry. 

• There are 2 cities in the province: Chartlottetown (capital city), located in Queens County 

and Summerside, located in Prince County. 

• The major industries in the province are agriculture, tourism, fishing and manufacturing. 

• There are 2 lobster seasons (May-June on the north side of P.E.I.) and (August-October on 

the south side of P.E.I.).

• The 12.9km Confederation Bridge between P.E.I. and New Brunswick opened in 1997. 

• There are 5,648m of roadway in the province. 



Lucy Maud Montgomery 
November 30, 1874-April 24, 1942 

Called “Maud” by family and friends and publicly known as 

L.M. Montgomery, was a Canadian author best known for a 

series of novels beginning with Anne of Green Gables, 

published in 1908. 

Anne of Green Gables was an immediate success. The 

central character, Anne, an orphaned girl, made 

Montgomery famous in her lifetime and gave her an 

international following. The first novel was followed by a 

series of sequels with Anne as the central character. 

Montgomery went on to publish 20 novels as well as 530 

short stories, 500 poems and 30 essays. Most of the 

novels were set on Prince Edward Island, Canada, and 

placed in the Canadian province became literary 

landmarks. She was made an Officer of the Order of the 

British Empire in 1935. 

Montgomery’s work, diaries and letters have been read 

and studied by scholars and readers worldwide. 



• Was an immediate success – sold 19,000 copes in the first 5 months. 

• Went into 10 printings in its first year. 

• Has been translated into more than a dozen languages. 

• Believed more than 50 million copies have been sold worldwide.

• 13 Canadian actresses have performed the lead role of Anne Shirley since 1965. 

• About 3.3 million people world-wide have seen the musical. In Charlottetown alone, 

over 2.1 million people have seen the show (from 1965 to end of production run in 

2003). 

• The term Anne of Green Gables is currently a registered trademark, owned jointly by 

the Province of Prince Edward Island and the heirs of L.M. Montgomery.



Audio Reading of Anne of Green 
Gables is available 

Find it online here

http://www.loyalbooks.com/book/anne-of-green-gables-by-lucy-maud-montgomery


Find Us On The Web

For more information, resources 

and helpful videos visit the 

McCormick Care Group 

“Caregiver’s Corner” website 

Like us on Facebook

“McCormick Dementia Services”

Subscribe to our YouTube 

channel “McCormick Care Group”

http://www.mccormickcaregroup.ca/caregiverscorner
https://www.facebook.com/mccormickdementiaservices/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVilKIFCE43MygJ6JcmcqVw?view_as=subscriber

