
The Olympic Games



Learn about the Olympic Games, Motto, Creed, flag and other 
traditions





• The modern Olympic Games are international 

sporting events featuring summer and winter 

sports competitions in which thousands of 

athletes from around the world participate in 

a variety of competitions. 

• Considered the world's foremost sports 

competition with more than 200 nations 

participating.

• The Olympic Games are held every four years, 

with the Summer and Winter Games 

alternating by occurring every four years but 

two years apart.



• A Latin expression 

meaning 

"Faster, Higher, 

Stronger"



“The most important thing in the Olympic 

Games is not to win but to take part, just as 

the most important thing in life is not the 

triumph but the struggle. The essential thing 

is not to have conquered but to have fought 

well”.



• Modern Olympics were inspired by the ancient Olympic 

Games, which were held in Olympia, Greece, from the 

8th century BC to the 4th century AD.

• Were originally a festival or celebration for Zeus. 

• Events such as a footrace, a javelin contest, and 

wrestling matches were added.

• Prizes for the victors were olive leaf wreaths or crowns. 

• The games became a political tool used by city-states to 

assert dominance over their rivals. Politicians would 

announce political alliances at the games, and in times 

of war, priests would offer sacrifices to the gods for 

victory.



• Paralympic Games for athletes with a 

disability,

• Youth Olympic Games for teenage 

athletes, 

• Deaflympics,

• Special Olympics



• The International Olympic Committee (IOC) is responsible 

for choosing the host city for each Games,

• The host city for an Olympic Games is usually chosen 

seven to eight years ahead of their celebration

• Canada has hosted the Olympics three times (Montreal, 

Calgary & British Columbia)

• The IOC organises and funds the Games according to the 

Olympic Charter. 

• They also determines the Olympic programme, consisting 

of the sports to be contested at the Games. 



• There are several Olympic rituals and 

symbols, such as the Olympic flag and 

torch, as well as the opening and closing 

ceremonies. 



• Was created by Pierre de Coubertin 

in 1914

• The Olympic flag has a white 

background, with five interlaced 

rings in the centre: blue, yellow, 

black, green and red. 

• This design is symbolic; it represents 

the five continents of the world, 

united by Olympism, while the six 

colours are those that appear on all 

the national flags of the world at the 

present time



• Commemorating the theft of fire from 

the Greek god Zeus by Prometheus, 

its origins lie in ancient Greece, where 

a fire was kept burning throughout 

the celebration of the ancient 

Olympics. 

• The fire was introduced at the Games 

of the IX Olympiad 1928 in 

Amsterdam and it has been part of 

the modern Olympic Games ever 

since. 

• the torch relay of modern times, 

which transports the flame from 

Greece to the various designated sites 

of the games, had no ancient 

precedent (was introduced in 1936).



• The cauldron and the 

pedestal are always the 

subject of unique and 

often dramatic design

• These also tie in with how

the cauldron is lit during 

the Opening Ceremony.

• Shown here is the Olympic 

cauldron from the 2010 

Winter Olympic games in 

British Columbia, Canada. 



• The Olympic opening ceremonies 

represent the official commencement 

of an Olympic Games

• The presentation of the Games has 

evolved with improvements in 

technology and the desire of the host 

nations to showcase their own artistic 

expression, the basic events of each 

ceremony have remained unchanged 

• Artistic expression, parade of nations, 

flag bearers, speeches, Olympic torch, 

lighting the cauldron, release of “doves” 

(symbolizing peace, now virtual doves, 

not real ones), Olympic oath



• The is a solemn promise 

made by one athlete, judge or official, and 

one coach at the Opening Ceremonies

• Each oath taker is from the host nation 

and takes the oath on behalf of all 

athletes, officials, or coaches at the 

currently celebrated games

• While reciting the oath, the oath taker 

holds a corner of the Olympic Flag.



A representative for the athletes, judges, and coaches each 

recites the following lines respectively:

The athletes' representative then completes the oath:



• is the official mascot of the 

2018 Winter Olympics, and is the 

official mascot of the 2018 Winter 

Paralympics, with both events to be held 

in Pyeongchang, Gangwon, South Korea

• Soohorang is a white tiger and Bandabi is 

an Asiatic black bear

• Click here to see a video of the 2018 

Winter Olympic Mascot 

https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/winter-olympics


• Click here for a video tour of the locations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0sWzomx8YI&feature=youtu.be


• During the Games most athletes and officials are 

housed in the Olympic Village. 

• This village is intended to be a self-contained home 

for all the Olympic participants, and is furnished with 

cafeterias, health clinics, and locations for religious 

expression





The Summer Games have grown to about 

10,500 competitors from 204 nations at the 

2012 Summer Olympics with 26 different 

sports.

• Athletics, swimming, fencing, and artistic 

gymnastics are the only summer sports that 

have never been absent from the Olympic 

programme



The Winter Olympics are smaller. 

• For example, Sochi hosted 2,873 athletes 

from 88 nations competing in 98 events 

(from 15 sports) during the 2014 Winter 

Olympics. 

• Cross-country skiing, figure skating, ice 

hockey, Nordic combined, ski jumping, and 

speed skating have been featured at every 

Winter Olympics programme since its inception 

in 1924



• A medal ceremony is held after 

each Olympic event is concluded. 

• The winner, second and third-

place competitors or teams stand 

on top of a three-tiered podium to 

be awarded their respective 

medals (gold, silver & bronze)

• After the medals are given out by 

an IOC member, the national flags 

of the three medallists are raised 

while the national anthem of the 

gold medallist's country plays.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_anthem


• Sports-related costs for the Summer Games since 1960 

is on average USD 5.2 billion 

• the Winter Games USD 3.1 billion. 

• This does not include wider infrastructure costs like 

roads, urban rail, and airports, which often cost as 

much or more than the sports-related costs. 

• The most expensive Summer Games are Beijing at USD 

40-44 billion and the most expensive Winter Games 

are Sochi 2014 at USD 51 billion.

• Costs per athlete is on average USD 0.6 million for the 

Summer Games and USD 1.3 million for the Winter 

Games. 

• For London 2012, cost per athlete was USD 1.4 

million; for Sochi 2014, USD 7.9 million



• The 1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin were the first Games to 

be broadcast on television, though only to local audiences

• The 1956 Winter Olympics were the first internationally 

televised Olympic Games

• In 2011, NBC agreed to a $4.38 billion contract with the IOC to 

broadcast the Olympics through the 2020 games, the most 

expensive television rights deal in Olympic history. NBC then 

agreed to a $7.75 billion contract extension on May 7, 2014, 

to air the Olympics through the 2032 games.

• Recently, the American television lobby, namely NBC, was able 

to dictate when certain events were held so that they could be 

broadcast live during prime time in the United States



• Boycots, politics, performance enhancing drugs & 

sex discrimination, terrorism & violence

• Russia has been completely banned from the 

2018 Winter Olympics due to the state-sponsored 

doping program

• At the 2012 Olympic Games in London, Great 

Britain, for the first time in Olympic history, every 

country competing included female athletes

• The only sport on the Olympic programme that 

features men and women competing together is 

the equestrian disciplines

• There are currently two Olympic events in which 

male athletes may not compete: synchronised 

swimming and rhythmic gymnastics.



In 2018 the games 

were held in 

PyeongChang in 

South Korea.

February 9

Sunday, Feb 25th



• The 2020 games were going to be 
in Tokyo, Japan.

• They have now been postponed 
to 2021 due to the Worldwide 
pandemic of Covid-19. 

• They will begin on July 23, 2021 
and end August 8, 2021

• There are 11,091 athletes 
expected to attend from 205 
nations.  



The next several slides include some pages that can 
be printed to colour or paint. 

















Find Us On The Web

http://www.mccormickcaregroup.ca/caregiverscorner
https://www.facebook.com/mccormickdementiaservices/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVilKIFCE43MygJ6JcmcqVw?view_as=subscriber

