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Introduction

• Australia is a big country with many different animal 
habitats. Australia’s deserts, rainforests, reefs, swamps, 
bushlands and mountains provide homes for many 
different types of animals.

• Many of Australia’s animals are ‘endemic’ to the country. 
This means that they are only found in Australia, and 
nowhere else on Earth.

• The main reason is because Australia is surrounded by sea, 
and isolated from the rest of the world. Many Australian 
animals have evolved on their own, and haven’t been able 
to spread to other countries or continents.



Bandicoot



Bandicoot
• Bandicoots are marsupials that are endemic to 

Australia and New Guinea. (As we saw above, if 
an animal is ‘endemic’ to an area, then it isn’t 
found anywhere else.)

• There are over 20 species of bandicoot – most 
are rabbit-sized, and all have long legs, thin tails 
and pointed noses. Bandicoots are omnivores 
that forage for food in their bushland habitat.





Black Swan



Black Swan
• Black swans are elegant birds with black 

feathers and bright red bills. Black swans 
inhabit wetlands across Australia. They eat 
plants and algae, and use their long necks to 
find food.



Cane Toad



Cane Toad
• Many Australians would rather the cane toad was 

not on a list of Australian animals! Cane toads 
secrete poison from behind their ears as a 
defense against predators.

• The cane toad is an invasive species in Australia 
and has spread rapidly across the country since 
its introduction in the 1940s. Cane toads are a 
threat to many native Australian animals, who fall 
ill after eating the toads.





Cassowary



Cassowary
• Cassowaries are large, flightless birds. There 

are three species of cassowary; only the 
Southern Cassowary is found in Australia.

• Cassowaries are fast runners, and they can 
also use their powerful legs and clawed feet as 
weapons.





Kangaroos



Kangaroos

• Australian kangaroos are the most famous Australian 
animals.

• If you think Australian Outback you automatically think 
kangaroos, don't you?

• If you imagined that kangaroos are hopping all over 
Australia then you are right. "Roos", as we call them for 
short, can indeed be found in all parts of Australia, not just 
in the Outback.

• There are many different species of kangaroos (well over 60 
all up), adapted to all kinds of Australian habitats.







Does this 
Kangaroo 

look 
familiar to 

you??



Australian Crocodiles



Australian Crocodiles

• Australian crocodiles are famous all over the world thanks 
to Crocodile Dundee.

• And if you thought that was just a movie, think again...

• Australian saltwater crocodiles are responsible for several 
fatal accidents in recent years.

• In all cases the accident was the result of wrong behaviour
by the victim.

• Crocodile attacks can easily be avoided.



• Freshwater crocodiles are small. Females grow to about 
2m, males can reach up to 3m, but it takes them 30 
years to reach that size. Most of them are a lot smaller.

• Their maximum weight is about 90kg (compared to 
over a ton for a saltwater crocodile...)

• The head is very distinctive, nothing like the heavy, 
solid, strong head of a saltwater crocodile. A freshwater 
crocodile has a small slender head with an unusually 
long snout for a crocodile.

• Freshies are mainly fish eaters, but also take a variety of 
other small animals, whatever they can get hold of...



• If the female crocodile is disturbed at all during that period she is 
likely to abandon her offspring, so please take that into consideration 
when you see crocodiles during that time of the year. Even without 
our intervention only 1% of the hatchlings will reach maturity. They 
are very susceptible to predation and cannibalism is common when 
food is scarce. There are years where none of the hatchlings 
survive...

• Freshies aren't aggressive, rather shy, but if disturbed during the 
breeding season or if they feel threatened they may attack. Their 
teeth are razor sharp and they can inflict serious wounds.

• Freshwater crocodiles are a protected species. Their number is 
estimated to be at least 100,000. Some farming programs exist for 
commercial purposes, although their hide is nowhere near as 
valuable as saltwater crocodile skin. Their populations across 
Australia are very healthy. The biggest danger these Australian 
crocodiles will be facing in the future is, as for many other species in 
this world, crocodile habitat destruction..





Did You Ever Watch Crocodile Dundee?



Australian Dingo



• Did you know that the Australian dingo is facing extinction? Sad but 
true, it doesn't look real good for the dingo.

• Let me introduce you to the Australian dingo, a friendly, intelligent 
and inquisitive canine, and an integral and necessary part of our 
environment, the Australian Outback

• An elegant medium sized dog, the fully grown Australian dingo is up 
to 60 cm tall and weighs between 13 and 19 kg.

• The colour of a dingo reflects its surroundings. Most common is a 
reddish, golden yellow or sandy coloured coat (desert dingoes).

• Dingoes don't bark, they only howl.

• The Australian dingo breeds once a year (twice is normal for dogs), 
usually starting at the age of one or two. The breeding season is 
from March - June and the average size of a litter is four to five.



• Both parents take part in the raising of the pups. The den can be a 
hollow log, a rock shelter, an old rabbit warren or similar.

• Young dingoes will start leaving the den for short periods of time at 
about 3 weeks of age, they will be fully grown at 7 months.

• The normal life span of a dingo is up to 10 years in the wild, but can 
reach 13 to 18 years in captivity.

• Dingoes have a clearly defined territory which they rarely leave. 
Often they live alone. They also form packs consisting of the 
parents and their offspring of several years.

• Dingoes also hunt for food alone (mainly at night), although they 
can hunt bigger prey in packs.

• The dingo is a carnivore, but like other wild dogs it can live without 
meat. Actually, like all dogs dingoes should be called omnivores. 
They can eat meat but don't need to.









Frilled Lizard



• Australian Frilled Lizards belong to the family of dragons.

• They are a fairly big lizard, growing to over 90 cm (ok, the tail 
makes up about two thirds of that length), and weighing up to 
half a kilo.

• Frilled Neck Lizards rely on camouflage for their safety, so their 
mostly grey and brown colours match those of their 
surroundings

• Lizards from different regions will have different colours. The 
only brightly coloured body part is the actual frill around their 
neck, which often contains bright red and orange scales.

• The frill is usually folded back around the shoulders and the 
colours are hidden. It helps the lizard to look like the branch it 
is sitting on.



• To open the frill the lizard opens its mouth 
widely. Somehow the muscles of the jaw and 
the tongue are connected to some cartilage in 
the frill, opening the frill like an umbrella.





Camels in Australia



• Yes, we have camels in Australia, or more 
specifically in the Australian Outback deserts. 
Lots of them.

• In fact, Australia's wild camel population is the 
biggest in the world.

• Everybody knows that camels are not native to 
Australia. Nevertheless, they are perfectly suited 
to the Australian Outback environment. Made 
for it, so to say.



• Camels can go without water for long times.
• Of the estimated 350 or so plant species that grow in 

the Australian Outback deserts, camels eat 325!
• Camels don't need roads. Their huge feet allow them to 

easily walk over soft sand that would bog anything with 
wheels.

• Camels don't need shoeing like horses do. They do need 
constant work to be happy. (Horses need a spell when 
they've been working under extreme conditions for too 
long.)

• Also, a camel is old enough for light pack work at only 
three years of age, and can go on to work at least until 
it's forty. That's a long working life.

• The loads that camels can carry are impressive, too. A 
grown bull camel will carry up to 600 kg!







Koala



• With a big nose, fluffy ears, and a smooth grey coat, the koala 
is a very recognizable creature. These marsupials spend most 
of their lives sleeping and digesting eucalyptus leaves. These 
leaves contain little in the way of nutrients, and koalas spend 
up to 20 hours a day sleeping in order to conserve energy.

• Koalas are sometimes called ‘koala bears’, but they are not 
members of the bear family.

• Koalas use their highly developed sense of smell to decide 
which leaves are poisonous or safe to eat.

• Koalas are known for being fussy eaters. Of the 600 varieties 
of eucalyptus leaves, Koalas will only eat 40 – 50 of these, and 
show a preference for only around 10.

• Most koalas get all of the water they need from eucalyptus 
leaves. Only larger males have to find water to drink.









Kookaburra



• If you’ve ever thought someone was laughing at you in the 
Australian bush don’t worry, it was probably just a kookaburra; 
their call sounds like human laughter. Kookaburras are a kind of 
kingfisher. They have long beaks and brown and white feathers, 
with flecks of bright blue in their wings.

• There are four species of Kookaburra

• Kookaburras all have long bills, which can grow up to 4 in (10 
cm) long.

• Although well-known for being an Australian bird, Kookaburras 
are also found in New Guinea.

• Groups of Kookaburras often call loudly at dawn and dusk. The 
birds’ calls are known as the ‘Bushman’s Clock’.

• Kookaburras have learned to live alongside humans, and are 
often seen in suburban areas.





Platypus



• Could the platypus be the world’s weirdest creature? With the 
bill of a duck, the tail of a beaver, and the feet of an otter, it’s a 
very strange-looking animal.

• The platypus is a mammal, but lays eggs rather than giving 
birth to its young. Platypuses have waterproof fur that allows 
them to spend most of their time in the water

• The platypus is a highly unusual animal. Not only is it 
venomous, but it is also a member of a group of curious 
mammals called the monotremes.

• Rather than giving birth to live young like other mammals, 
monotremes lay eggs!

• The platypus is found along the eastern side of mainland 
Australia and in Tasmania. It lives near freshwater streams and 
rivers and is highly adapted for its semi-aquatic lifestyle.



• The Platypus’s body and tail are covered with dense, 
waterproof fur. This traps a layer of warm, insulating air 
close to the animal’s body.

• The platypus’s legs are attached to the sides of its body, 
rather than underneath. This gives the animal a reptile-like 
gait.

• When walking on land, the platypus walks on the knuckles 
of its front feet to protect the webbing between its toes. 
There is less webbing on the hind feet.

• The platypus’s weight varies considerably from individual to 
individual, ranging between 0.7 and 2.4 kg (1.5 and 5.5 lb).

• Males are larger than females, averaging 50 cm (20 in) in 
total length. The average body length of females is 43 cm 
(17 in).



What Does A Platypus Eat?

• The platypus is a carnivore, and eats worms, insect 
larvae, freshwater shrimps and crayfish, all of which 
are found in its freshwater habitat.

• The platypus hunts underwater, using its cheek-
pouches to carry prey to the surface before eating.

• The platypus needs to consume around 20% of its body 
weight in food each day. This means that it spends an 
average of 12 hours per day looking for food.









Wallaby



• Wallabies are closely related to the larger 
kangaroo. Wallabies, like kangaroos, are 
macropods, and have powerful legs for 
jumping. There several different types of 
wallaby, and they range greatly in size and 
habitat preference.



Wombat



• There are three species of wombat: the Bare-nosed, or 
Common wombat and the Southern hairy-nosed wombat.

• Wombats live in large, complex tunnel-and-chamber burrows 
which they excavate with their powerful claws and rodent-like 
front teeth.

• Common wombats are usually solitary and live in their own 
burrows, however, the other species are more social and live 
together in larger burrow groups

• All three species are approximately 36 in (100 cm) long, 20 in 
high and weigh between 44 and 77 lbs (20 and 35 kg). They 
have short legs, a thick, muscular body with a large square 
head, short neck, round ears and very small eyes. Their hind-
legs are longer than their fore-legs.

• In body shape, wombats resemble badgers or small bears. 
Wombat fur can vary from gray to black or a sandy colour. The 
tail is short and stubby.



• Being marsupials, wombats have a pouch for 
rearing their offspring. One distinctive 
characteristic of wombats is that their pouch 
opens backwards. This prevents soil collecting in 
the pouch; especially important when the female 
is carrying young.

• Wombats are usually slow movers. However, if 
threatened, they can sprint up to 25 mph (40 
km/h) for brief periods of around 90 seconds.







Do You 
Remember 

Steve Irwin?



Steve Irwin

• Stephen Robert Irwin, nicknamed "The Crocodile Hunter", was 
an Australian zookeeper, conservationist and television 
personality.

• Born: February 22, 1962 in Essendon, Melbourne Australia

• Died: September 4, 2006, Batt Reef, Australia

• Cause of death: Stingray injury to the heart

• “I have no fear of losing my life - if I have to save a koala or a 
crocodile or a kangaroo or a snake, mate, I will save it.”











Check out this video of the famous Steve Irwin touring the Australia Zoo!



Other Videos of Steve Irwin’s Reality 
Show 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL306tQ
WTn9VQYY65o7spVDrRd3MtkTFsB

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL306tQWTn9VQYY65o7spVDrRd3MtkTFsB


Thank You for Watching!!!



Find Us on the Web

http://www.mccormickcaregroup.ca/caregiverscorner
https://www.facebook.com/mccormickdementiaservices/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVilKIFCE43MygJ6JcmcqVw?view_as=subscriber

